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PRESIDENTS REPORT 
 

This is a special AGM for the North Otago Cricket Association, reaching its 125th Jubilee 

and re-conveying at the Star & Garter where it all started 16 September 1899 when 8 

clubs voted 13 to 3 in favour of forming The North Otago Cricket Association.   A total of 

7 teams kicked off the association matches that same year. 

Looking back on the 2023-24 season I keep thinking 

what a great district. From the top teams to the kids 

picking up a bat and ball for the first time, we continue 

to punch above our weight. This would not happen 

without our volunteers who give up hours of their time 

whether it's at a board meeting; selling sausages to 

fundraise for a tournament; cutting the pitch for a junior 

game; or standing in a freezing southerly umpiring a 

game; thanks to you all.  

   

A big focus in recent years has 

been developing pathways for 

our young softball cricketers to 

become blackcaps or white 

ferns. As I'm sure everyone 

would have heard, Nathan Smith 

has recently been awarded a New Zealand contract 

with the Black Caps.  This proves you can grow up in 

a small town, go through all your schooling here, and 

make it to the highest level. I wonder who will be next? 

Duncan Drew 

NOCA President - September 2024 
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BOARD CHAIR REPORT  
 

The 2023-24 season provided many highlights and challenges. Entries at the beginning 

of the club competitions were the same as the previous season, with two additional team 

entries in the T20 Holiday Competition and Waitaki Boys High School provided a further 

two teams at the commencement of the 2024 school year. Most players in the additional 

Holiday Competition teams were secondary school pupils, and it is excellent to see the 

clubs building a relationship with them, hoping they will be their future. 

There is a shortage of active Coaches and Umpires. North Otago Cricket will continue to 

provide the skills and knowledge to encourage more involvement in this area.  

Strategic Highlights 

Signing of SNPI agreement with OCA Oct 2023 has provided some financial stability until 

year end 2025 but there are no assurances past this point and obtaining operational 

funding is a constant challenge. 

The annual Club Forum held May 2024 provided clubs & schools with the opportunity to 

discuss the season and provide feedback to the Board, particularly on the present Playing 

Conditions and Code of Conduct policies. It was great to see twenty-five attendees 

present. Revised policies will be available before the 2024-25 season starts. 

With the assistance of Ramesh Subasinghe, OCA Pathways Manager, a Talent 

Development Plan/Pathway was developed in Aug 2023. Twenty locals were invited to 

the program which included eight Sunday training sessions and three Wednesday 

evenings covering Sports Psychology, Leadership and interpersonal skills and Sport 

Nutrition. Local Coaches Glynn Cameron and Derek Walker attended the trainings and 

had the assistance of Ramesh, Craig Cumming, and Duncan Drew coaching in their 

specialist areas. Eight of the attendees were subsequently selected in Otago Age Group 

squads. 

Financial At a Glance 

After the initial concerns of budgeting for a loss, the final financial result was a net profit 

of $11k. The Asset Schedule now shows a cash position of $135k. Having the cash asset 



 

4 | P a g e  
 

 

4 

will enable the three cricket lanes to be suitably fitted out in the Network Waitaki Events 

Center due for completion 2026. 

North Otago Cricket is grateful for the continued support of our funding partners and 

sponsors of junior players who have contributed financially enabling their attendance at 

tournaments. 

Operating Highlights 

Administrator, Jacque Crombie, advised the board in August 2023 that due to other 

business commitments she was unable to continue in her NOCA role. After 

unsuccessfully advertising the role, Jacque thankfully stayed on for 9 months until we 

found a replacement and Sue Brydges joined in May 2024 taking on the newly created 

general manager role. 

Thank you to Ricky Whyte for leading the season pitch preparation & maintenance at 

Centennial Park, your commitment to NOCA is invaluable and very much appreciated. 

 

Celebrations of the 125th anniversary of the founding of the NOCA will take place during 

the 2024-25 season. Historian Scott Cameron has collated a book covering 160 years of 

cricket in the Waitaki District. The Annual General Meeting will be held at the Star and 

Garter, the venue of the first meeting. A golf tournament will be held at the Lower Waitaki 

Golf Course on the 22nd of September and a BBQ on the Sunday of the season’s first home 

Hawke Cup fixture. We hope to see many of our community and supporters at these 

events. 

Looking Ahead 

We aim to develop our next Strategic plan aligning with NZC & OC Strategic direction. 

We will update the Constitution to meet the incorporated societies legislative criteria and 

create and adopt a board charter. 

We are committed to improving our communication with clubs and upskilling capabilities 

in Play HQ, coaching and umpiring. 

 

Peter Cameron  

NOCA Board Chair - September 2024  
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PARTNERS & SUPPORTERS 
North Otago Cricket Association would like to acknowledge and thank our funding partners and 

sponsors who support our vision to provide excellent cricket experiences in the region. Your 

ongoing support is vital to reaching our vision of being the number one summer sport of choice in 

North Otago. 

 

 

 

Administration/Development Operations & Development Facilities 
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Age Grade Tournaments 
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OFFICERS 
Patron   Russell Payne & Ted Tempero 

President Duncan Drew 

Vice President Scott Cameron 

Board Chair Peter Cameron 

Board Vice Chair Ben Coleman 

Board Member elect 
Hamish McKenzie, Jakki Shields, Justin Fowler, Jen 

Fellowes, Di Wardle, Phil Martin 

Board Member co-opt (May 2024) Jacque Crombie 

 

LIFE MEMBERS 

A Keith* William Uttley* Robert Bean* Mike Reid* 

Edward Tempero Russell Payne Peter Cameron Mark Julius 

Duncan Drew    

*Deceased 

STAFF – North Otago 

Administrator 

General Manager 

Jacque Crombie (resigned May 2024) 

Sue Brydges (employed May 2024) 

Summer Development Officers Liam Direen & Jacob Fowler 

 

STAFF – Otago Cricket (based in North Otago) 

Cricket Development Officer Jaden Dowling 

 

Volunteer Key Roles 

Grounds person Ricky Whyte 

Hawke Cup Coach Stu Slack 

Senior A’s Men’s Coach Glynn Cameron 

Junior Coordinator Nathan McLachlan 

Senior Coordinator Hamish McKenzie 

Women/Girls Coordinator Di Wardle 

Umpire Coordinator Derek Walker 

Webmaster/Historian Scott Cameron 
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CLUB MEMBERSHIP REPORT 
 Senior Teams Junior Teams 

 Borton 
Cup 

  Holiday 
Dick Hunt      

Club 30 
Holiday 
Cub 20 

Youthblast Int A/B Primary 

Albion 1 1 1 2  1 1 

Glenavy 1 1      

Kurow      2 1 

Oamaru 1 1 1 2    

Union 1 1 1 1  2 1 

Valley 1 1 1 2 1 3 1 

SKC 1  1  1   

WBHS 1  2  3   

NOCA      1   

TOTALS 7 5 7 7 6 8 4 

Winners Oamaru Union Valley Valley WBHS 
Kurow (A) 
Union (B) 

Not 
Scored 

 

Overall, we had 44-46 teams competing 

this season (allowing for differences in 

T4&T1 Junior Teams). This was up 4 

teams from last season as we saw 

increases in both Senior & Youth Blast 

Grades. This is a positive trend, and we 

congratulate the clubs on their programs.  

Our female representation continues to remain 

low at 8.5% of membership and needs to be a 

focus to promote the female game into the next 

season. Overall, we have around 353 

members, many of whom participate in more 

than one competition. 58% of cricketers are 

school age.  
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Junior Club Cricket Report  

We had 4 mixed teams in 3 different grades playing on Friday night 

and 1 team playing in the Youth Blast on Saturday morning.  Thanks to Pita Pit for 

supplying player of the day vouchers. Congratulations to Phil Martin who was awarded 

the Contribution to Community Cricket this year for his exemplary work in the junior game. 

Friday night cricket is working well, and kids enjoy the Age and Stage formats, PlayHQ 

isn't being widely used for the lower grades but is mostly adopted by Intermediate A.  

The Saturday cricket is very valuable for the development kids to get some experience 

playing some better cricket players and is popular. Potentially a few more would like 

to play on Saturday if they could. 

Nathan McLaughlan – Junior Cricket convenor 
 

Senior Cricket Report  
For full statistics and match reports please refer to our website 

www.noca.co.nz with thanks to Scott Cameron for compiling. 
 

1st Division - Hamish McKenzie -Senior Cricket convenor 

The 2023-24 Senior Competition was very competitive once again. Oamaru Cricket Club 

took out the Borton Cup, as well as being holder of the DG Sewell Shield for top qualifier 

after the round robin ended, and the Payne Tempero Challenge Cup. Union Cricket Club 

won the Dick Hunt Holiday Competition. 

 

2nd Division- Richard Whitham – Club 30 & Holiday 20 convenor 

The second-grade competition last season was very competitive and one of the best 

we’ve had in recent years, especially during the holiday Club 20 which had highest 

number of teams with clubs adding additional teams due to an influx of school players. 

The Club 30 structure worked pretty well, and it was great to have Dave Naldrett and 

Phillip Martin offer their services and umpire the Club 30 final. This competition has 

certainly grown in strength which is what is needed to keep this grade going so we 

continue producing more younger talent.   
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REPRESENTATIVE REPORT  
U15 (year 9/10 Girls) – Di Wardle 

NOCA hosted the South Island District Year 9/10 Girls Festival in which 8 teams were 

entered. We had 6 North Otago girls compete in a composite North Otago/Dunedin Metro 

team.  They played 5 games over 3 days including 

4xT20s and a 35 over game on the last day.  The 

team won 4 out of the 5 games.  The girls enjoyed 

the fantastic grass pitches, beautiful cricket 

weather and the comradery. 

Thank you to Ricky Whyte, Jacob & Campbell 

Fowler for the ground preparation.  Also, to the 

local umpires who gave up their time.  The team 

was supported by Neil Rushton & Nathan 

McLachlan from NOCA and Barry Davison from Dunedin.  We enhanced the overall 

experience by incorporating level up challenges and inviting Mel Smith, a Registered 

Clinical Nutritionist, to educate the girls on sports nutrition. Jaden Dowling was 

responsible for overall coach development during this festival. 

 

U19 Girls – Jaden Dowling 

NOCA hosted the South Island District 

U19 Girls Festival over Labour Weekend 

in which 6 teams were entered. Our U19 

team comprised players from North 

Otago, Southland, and a few Fringe 

Sparks players. Katelyn Walton's 

achievements were particularly 

noteworthy, as she was once again 

selected for the U19 Otago Women's tournament team and even played for Otago A 

following the U19 Tournament in Oamaru. 

Jaden Dowling was responsible for overall coach development during this festival. 
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Year 7 NOCA Boys representative team – Duncan Drew 

Continuing from previous years, the year 7 team attended the South Canterbury 

tournament focusing on developing these young cricketers. They were very competitive 

and stuck things out no matter what the situation and improved in every game. For many 

of the kids, this was the first time they had played more than a T20 game and they had 

many positive comments from other teams how good they were in the field.   

Thanks must go to the Valley Club who hosted us in the last game particularly Mark 

Newton for preparing the wicket and rushing after us.  

Thanks to all the Families who travelled and supported the team in Timaru. 

 

 

Year 8 NOCA Boys representative team – Nathan McLachlan 

Had a challenging season but they enjoyed their trip to Gore, had some close games but 

didn't come away with any wins. Some promising performances in the bowling department 

from Liam Rowell who was very consistent across the tournament taking 5 wickets with 

some great swing bowling, supported by Cohen McLachlan with his leg spin and Elijah 

Fariu with his pace, each taking 4 wickets. There was an outstanding performance from 

Brook Newton in one game against Dunedin who took 4/22. The team just lacked some 

batting depth with Dominic Kelynack (128 runs, 121SR, at 25) and Cohen McLachlan (125 

runs, 71SR @ 31.25) both featuring in the top 3 run scorers at tournament but no runs 

after that.  

 

Thanks to all the Coaches, Management & Families who travelled to Gore and/or 

supported the financial commitment.  The following business’s provided sponsorship. 

A1 Decorating The Veterinary Centre 
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Year 9/10 NOCA Boys representative team – Justin Fowler (Mark Wilson Coach) 

The year 9 & 10 team was coached 

very well by Mark Wilson and they 

played very good cricket throughout 

the season. Pre-tournament there 

were a number of 50 over matches that 

saw the side beat South Canterbury, 

Dunedin Gold, and Dunedin Blue. The 

Otago Year 9 & 10 festival saw only T20 matches being played which was disappointing 

and the side won three out of its five matches. Post Christmas the side had a 50 over win 

against Dunedin and a victory in a T20 match against Dunedin plus a tie with Otago 

Country in a T20 match. 

 

Thanks to all the Coaches, Management & Families who travelled to Alexandra and/or 

supported the financial commitment.  The following business’s provided sponsorship. 

Maneland Photography The Vet Centre Three Creek Farms 

 

 

Year 11/12 tournament in Invercargill – Sandy Wilson 

Although we didn't get the results we wanted in the games we played we had some great 

individual performances.  The poor weather resulted in the first game getting rained out 

and play was abandoned. The format 

then got changed to T20s for the rest of 

the games.  This didn't really suit our type 

of players, but it was still good to get out 

on the pitch.   

The accommodation was great.  Playing 

the first lot of games in Gore was a great 

idea as it meant we could stay one night 

less. 

The boy’s behaviour was impressive both on and off the field. North Otago cricket can be 

very proud of how the boys conducted themselves.  Two different people at our 
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accommodation said that our boys were awesome.  Competing well at this level gave the 

boys confidence in their ability. 

The boys and their families are grateful for the assistance North Otago cricket provided 

them. 

 

Thanks to all the Coaches, Management & Families who travelled to Invercargill and/or 

supported the financial commitment.  The following business/families provided 

sponsorship. 

Oamaru Sports Windsor Dairy Awamoa Bins & Skips 

Envirobark Hampton Transport 3 Bears Construction Ltd 

Murphy Farms Ltd Fill Rural Ltd Stewart Island Motel Ltd 

Stevenson Family Growcott Family Cameron Family 

 

 

Senior A’s – Glynn Cameron 

This year we used 15 players, three on debut. Most of the clubs were representative 

through the side. The selection of the side was determined on availability of players. 

Players largely paid their own way to cover, food, umpires and travel. 

The side had three games: two home games and one away. The first one played in South 

Canterbury was a loss.  A highlight was Blake Martin’s five wicket bag. The second game 

was a routine match at home in which North Otago won. A highlight was Campbell Fowler 

achieving 50 runs. 

The third game was a home game where we played Otago under 17s in a two-day match. 

North Otago lost the first innings, but highlights included Toby Growcott 100 and Liam 

Mavor picking up a five-wicket bag. The second innings ended in a draw with notable 

performance by Quinn Wardle’s 50 not out. 

I would like to thank Union cricket club for the use of the ground for the 2-day match 

against Otago U17s and Ricky Whyte for preparing the main block at Whitestone 

Contracting Stadium.  
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This team was very enjoyable team to coach lead by Blake James and Jack Price, a credit 

to the culture and the leadership they showed making all players feel valued and part of 

the team. 

Oamaru Sports & Outdoors Pita pit lunches 

 

 

Hawke Cup – Stu Stack 

This season 5 players made their Hawke Cup Debut’s in Hunter Wardle, Lochie Mavor, 

Alex Wilson, Jacob Fowler, and Jack Kelly, we also had several players with less than 6 

Hawke Cup games to their name. Stephan Grobler was only available for one Hawke 

Cup game, so we had an inexperienced squad to tackle this year’s campaign. This 

season was all about learnings and gaining experience for the boys. We had a vision 

around bringing youth into the squad and thanked Peter and Craig for supporting team 

selection as well as Marty Kelly who provided a second set of eyes. 

 

The season was challenging from the start, with new players trying to focus on their game 

as well as building new relationships within the team. We had a rough start in our first two 

games being well beaten by South Canterbury and Otago Country who were arguably 

the two strongest teams in the zone, the scoreboard certainly didn’t indicate the progress 

our group made in those two games.  We banded together, had a few laughs and our 

results after Christmas certainly improved, players felt more comfortable with each other 

and more confident in their games knowing that they have the ability to play at this level.  

 

The consistency at times was missing but there were times the team showed what they 

were capable of with opposition teams suggesting we would be the team to beat in the 

near future.  We took Southland down to the wire in the 4th innings taking 5 wickets with 

the team displaying fantastic commitment and passion to fight until the end. Against Mid 

Canterbury in our last game was only a one innings game which was an achievement in 

itself. Jeremy, Lochie Mavor, Ben Kay, and Jesse Valpy were standouts. 

  

Particular mention needs to go to Captain Jeremy Smith who was exceptional in the last 

two games with his on-field leadership and the support Liam Direen provided. Liam and 
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Nick drove the standards at training in Jeremy’s absence, which was great to see and 

could be repeated next season. 

 

Overall, it was a tough season if we look at the results. Some highlights to come out of 

the season was Jeremy Smith taking his 100th wicket for North Otago, five players 

making their debuts and having their family in attendance to present their debut cap. 

Seeing our young players grow as people and as cricketers. The future looks great. 

 

Thanks to all the many people who contributed to the successful running of the Hawke 

Cup Campaign with thanks for financial sponsorship/commitment. 
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Development Report 
We are grateful for the investment Otago Cricket has put into North Otago 

by basing a full-time Development Officer, Jaden Dowling, in Oamaru. 

With the support of the Lion Foundation we employed Jacob Fowler and 

Liam Direen as Summer Development Officers. All three have 

have worked to ensure our Rangatahi and Tamariki have 

access to Cricket experiences as they deliver modified cricket programs throughout the 

region from East Otago to Glenavy and up the Waitaki Valley to Kurow. 

There are close working relationships with South Canterbury, Dunedin, Central & 

Southland, and opportunities to help each other out with delivery are encouraged. 

 

At a Glance % of Participants reached. 

 

The challenge going forward is to ensure school visits have a flow on effect to the number 

of youths taking up cricket within our clubs or schools. Whether this is club referrals or 

upskilling educators to deliver cricket skills as part of PE programs. 

 

This coming season will see a more balanced focus on both school visits and on building 

capabilities within the club coaching and umpiring space.  

Smash play
2%

Girls Smash
1%

Summer Smash
2%

School Delivery
88%

Festival Days
5%

Pasifika
1%

Coach Support
1%
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AWARDS 
Major Awards 

Oamaru Licensing Trust 

Trophy 
Club Cricketer of the Year Blake James 

Bob Pile Cup Junior Cricketer of the Year Jack Kelly 

Alexander Keith Memorial 

Trophy 

Services to North Otago 

Cricket 
Andrew Brookes 

 

Senior Representative Awards 

Drew Cartwright Cup Hawke Cup Contribution Jesse Valpy 

ND Ireland Trophy 1965 Outstanding Performance 
Jeremy Smith 

91 vs Mid Canterbury 

Woolworths Challenge Cup Highest Runs Aggregate 
Jeremy Smith 

200 @ 22.00 

Trust Bank Trophy Most Wickets 
Jeremy Smith 

13 @ 21 

Oamaru Sports & Outdoors Men’s A Player of the Year Toby Growcott 

 

Senior Team Awards 

Borton Cup 1st Division Winner Oamaru Cricket Club 

D G Sewell Shield 2nd Division Winner Round Robin Comp Oamaru Cricket Club 

Dick Hunt Memorial Competition T20 Winner 
Union Cricket 

Club 

Payne Tempero Senior Challenge Winner  Oamaru Cricket Club 

Umpires Trophy Captain of The Year Billy Wilson 

Individual 

Oamaru Mail Rosebowl 
Senior Batting Aggregate 

Blake James 553 

Luke Taylor 553 

Individual Senior Bowling Aggregate Bradley Flint 36W 

Individual All Rounder 
Blake James 

553 Runs/22 Wickets 
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Club 30 Awards 

In Season Competition Winner Valley Cricket Club 

Holiday Competition  Winner Valley Cricket Club 

Individual Batting Aggregate Sarel Smit 497 Runs 

Individual Bowling Aggregate Ben Coleman 27 W 

Individual All Rounder 
Tajinder Sidhu 42 

Runs & 14 Wickets 

 

Female Cricket Awards 

Oamaru Sports and Outdoors 
  Contribution to Women’s 

Cricket 

Charlette Lane 

Bree Rushton 

 

Youth Blast Competition Awards 

Team Winner Waitaki Boys School 

Individual All Rounder Emma Fox 

 

Age Grade Representative Awards 

Veterinary Centre Oamaru Year 11/12 Player of the Year Hunter Growcott 

A1 Decorators Year 9/10 Player of the year Hamish Fowler 

Individual 
Schoolgirls Tournament 

Batsperson 
Isla Wardle 

Individual Schoolgirls Tournament Bowler Emma Dodd 

 

McSkimming Smith Cup Interschool Fixture WBHS v’s SKC  St Kevins College 

 

Otago Representative Honors 

Volts Llew Johnston 

Sparks Molly Loe 

Otago Men’s A’s Llew Johnston 

Senior Districts Team   Llew Johnston, Ben Kay 

U19 Women’s Katelyn Walton 
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U19 Men’s 

Liam Direen, Ben Kay, Lloyd Fellowes  

Name in Wider Squad (Lachie Mavor/Hunter 

Wardle) 

U17 Boys Lloyd Fellows, Jack Kelly, Billy Wilson 

 

NZ Cricket Representative Honors 

First Class Umpire Derek Walker (NZ Domestic Umpire of the Year) 

 

 

 

 

 

Oamaru Club –  

Borton Cup Winners 

2023/2024 Season 
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FINANCIAL REPORT -AT A GLANCE 
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He aha te mea nui? Māku e kii atu, he tāngata, he 

tāngata, he tāngata. 

What is the most important thing in the world? 

Well, let me tell you 

it is people, it is people, it is people 
 

 

Sincere thanks to all our volunteers; clubs, coaches, 

umpires, parents, and committees for helping us to 

achieve our strategic vision of being North Otago’s 

first choice summer sport. 

A game for all New Zealanders. 

A game for life. 
 

 

 

 

 


