5 GRICKET

Dear clubs and players,

Discipline, the Code of Conduct (the Code) and Cricket North Otago'’s
expectations

We thought it would be helpful to address you regarding the process and
operation of North Otago Cricket's Code, how that procedure operates, likely
penalties and the Board’s expectations around behaviour this season.

As robustly discussed and agreed by all players and clubs at the club forum
held earlier this year, discipline, behaviour and respecting the Code is a focus
for this season and moving forward.

The purpose and significance of the Code is to maintain public image,
popularity and the integrity of cricket in our region by providing an effective
vehicle to deter any participant from conducting themselves improperly or
in any way which is contrary to the spirit of cricket. It is a very important
document because it codifies and sets out clear guidelines around how all
players should behave and it embodies the strong and respectful values of
cricket in general, and North Otago Cricket in particular.

You have all agreed that we must promote our game in a positive and
appropriate way. We do not discourage fierce competitiveness at all, yet this
must be balanced with respect, inclusivity, protection for younger players,
and presenting a product that appeals to all ages and families.

It is North Otago Cricket's expectations this season and beyond that all
players will familiarise themselves with the Code and will play their part in
respectful adherence to it at all times on and off the field.

Umpires, be they players or independent, ought to be shown gratitude,
respect and esteem. Any discussion with umpires regarding rules or
decisions on field ought to be addressed through the captain in the first
instance.
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North Otago Cricket has adopted New Zealand Cricket's Code. A copy of the
Code is attached to this communication. Also attached are our new playing
conditions.

It is worth noting that any of the following people are entitled to file a report
alleging a breach of the Code:

= Either or both umpires (players or independent), the GM of North
Otago Cricket, a board member of North Otago Cricket, the Chairman
of North Otago Cricket, any match manager, any team official such as
a captain or coach and any match referee.

We say that any player/captain’s complaint filed ought to come from that
player's/captain’s club’s chairman or vice chairman. Note that there is a 48
hour window — ie 5pm on the following Monday, within which to make a
complaint.

North Otago Cricket is happy to indicate that the following procedure will
be recognised, depending on circumstances, in most cases:

1. If a player who has been Coded for a level 1 (or higher) offence wishes
to deny the charge, a hearing will be convened by the Association
Commissioner in accordance with clauses 5.17 to 5.25 of the Code.
Note that if a player is found to be responsible for breaching the Code
after denying it, the penalty will be more significant than had that
player accepted responsibility in the first place.

2. If a player who has been Coded for a level 1 offence accepts the
charge, a hearing will not be necessary upon that player accepting
responsibility in writing. If it is that player’s first offence, he/she is
likely to receive a warning/censure, and no further penalty will apply.

3. If it is that player's second or subsequent offence, that player’s club
team is likely to be docked competition points.

4. If a player from the same club team as a player who has accepted
responsibility for a level 1 charge during the same season is also guilty
of a level 1 offence, that player's club team will likely be docked
competition points. In other words, two Codings against players from
the same club team in a season will likely bring about the loss of
competition points for that club team.

5. If a player has been Coded for a level 2 or higher offence, a hearing
will be convened by the Association Commissioner in accordance with
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clauses 5.17 to 5.25 of the Code. Depending on the player’s conduct
in the hearing and the severity of the offence, it is likely that the
player’s club team will be docked competition points AND the player
will face a more serious sanction, such as a suspension.

There is an exhaustive list of what could be considered a breach of the Code
at Appendix A. We are not so concerned with matters related to clothing and
branding etc. A broad (but not exhaustive) overview of the Code is:

Level 1 is audible swearing, abuse of cricket equipment, or dissent.
Level 2 is audible swearing directed at a player, umpire, official or any
other person. Level 2 also includes shoulder bumping, challenging an
umpire aggressively or throwing a ball or equipment near another
player/umpire/official.

Level 3 is intimidation or threats of physical assault.

Level 4 is physical assault or any act of violence.

Another important point to make is that this is not an invitation to make
vexatious or spiteful allegations involving the Code. The Coding process can
be protracted and complex involving considerable time, energy and effort.
For this reason, we indicate that if a complaint is made which is found to be
without foundation or substance, it is likely that the club team from which
the complaint came from will be docked competition points.

Obviously, we want cricket to be played on the field, not in the board room,
and we hope that this communication and our shared commitment to
respecting each other, our game, our region and the Code will produce a
high standard of behaviour throughout this season and beyond.

Yours faithfully,

North Otago Cricket

Association Commissioner Chairman Director Senior Cricket GM
B.K Coleman P.R Cameron H.McKenzie S.Brydges
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