NORTH OTAGO CRICKET ASSOCIATION REPORT FOR THE
2011/2012 SEASON

A very busy 2011/2012 season for the North Otago Cricket Association,
with successes and frustrations in equal measure, both on and off the field.
Once again the Management Committee was well lead by Peter Cameron; as
the third smallest District Association, we have many bases to cover with
limited resources and are indebted to a strong group of volunteers.

These volunteers are active at all levels of the game from selecting,
coaching and managing teams as well as in administrative roles, but recruiting
and retaining a solid volunteer base is an on-going area of concern. The
current volunteers aren't getting any younger, and the younger generation of
club cricketers appear only interested in playing without contributing to the
successful running of their club.

Another off field activity worthy of mention is the continued success of the
www.noca.co.nz website. Established some four seasons ago, the site is on
the verge of achieving one million hits, and has become a vital resource for
cricketers within the region. It carries day-to-day information such as
cancellations and draws, as well as excellent match reports and historical
data. Thanks to Scott Cameron for his commitment and dedication which
keeps the website current and informative.

The Coaching and Development strategic plan was again given high
importance within the Association in the 2011/2012 season. We were
fortunate enough to gain the services of South African Stephan Grobler and
Otago born Tim McCormick as part of our Summer Coaching Team, and their
commitment and dedication ensured a tremendous amount of coaching was
carried out. Their brief covered school visits, age group squads (both boys
and girls), club sessions as well as assisting with Hawke Cup training. With
Stephan (Waitaki Boys High School) and Tim (St. Kevin's College) attached
to the two main Oamaru-based cricketing schools, playing numbers at
secondary school level showed pleasing growth and raised the profile of the
game within these schools. Stephan has signed again for the 2012/2013
season; we are currently in the final stages of contracting an English
player/coach for a six month period, and also hope to secure Tim's services
for the first half of the season, with the expectation that they will play
their club cricket for the school teams participating in the senior
competition.




On the local club scene, Union won the elusive Borton Cup (the supreme
award for the 50 over competition) for the fourth consecutive year when
they defeated Albion by four wickets in the final. Valley lifted the Dick
Hunt Rosebowl (Holiday competition) by accounting for Albion by three
wickets, while Union ensured Albion would again be resigned to being the
bridesmaid in the Tui Twenty/20 tournament. In lower grades, Union edged
past Valley by one wicket in an enthralling Senior Reserve final, and Valley
won the Second Grade final in another tight contest when they defeated
Union by thirteen runs. It is also pleasing to report that although many of
these games were played without official umpires, the respect for the
opposition and the traditions of the game continued to be upheld.

At representative level, teams performed with credit without always
reaching their full potential. The Hawke Cup team recorded just one first
innings win in the zonal rounds, with some excellent individual performances
being achieved, but not coming together regularly enough so as to achieve
the desired outcome. Our age group teams continued to play with
commitment and enthusiasm but invariably struggled against sides drawn
from larger population bases. At primary level, a strong group of parents
have made great progress in increasing the number of children exposed to
representative cricket through selecting ‘Development’ feams, and this will
undoubtedly begin to show dividends in the seasons to come.

North Otago Cricket is in the throes of commissioning an independent
review as to its structure and organizational make up, with the hope that
more local cricket enthusiasts will take up the challenge to become an active
participant in the growth and progress of the 116 year old Association. Time
will tell.



